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Newchurch will give every child a flying start by working in partnership with parents, staff and the community to develop well-rounded citizens who will contribute in a positive way to society.
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At Newchurch Community Primary School we aim to teach the skills of reading and a love of reading so that our children:

· become curious learners who read confidently and independently

· develop enjoyment and pleasure in reading

· are able to access all areas of the curriculum

· can access, understand and begin to manage information

· understanding the meaning of what is read to them and what they read

· respond to what they read

We will:

· place reading and books at the centre of the curriculum

· recognise that being able to read well is a key life skill for children, whatever their background

· believe that every child can learn to read with the right teaching and support

· acknowledge that not all children will have the opportunity to develop a love of reading at home, so this has to be taught and encouraged at school-just like any other area of the curriculum

· build time for all children to read independently, read aloud and be read to during the school day

· develop a coherent whole-school strategy for promoting reading for pleasure

· spend money and time supporting reading, including buying books and developing the school environment to support reading

· believe that every teacher should be an advocate for reading

· devote time to training staff so they are equipped to support children’s enjoyment of reading

· involve parents to ensure the culture of reading that the school has developed extends into the home.

By the end of the Early Years, we expect children to:

· be secure are Phase 3 of Letters and Sounds

· read colour banded books at least yellow level

· retell familiar stories in the correct sequence

· know a range of songs, rhymes and poems

· talk about characters and events in stories and information in non-fiction texts such as who, where, how and why.

We achieve this through:

· teaching a daily discreet phonics session (differentiated as appropriate)

· giving each child at least two guided reading sessions (one with the teacher and one with the teaching assistant)

· ensuring the children receive at least two home reading books a week

· ensuring that children not on track to meet age related expectations are listened read by an adult each day

· enabling the children to choose their own books to reading in class

· holding at least one whole class story time every day

· having a class reading area which encourages children to read, tell stories and respond to reading, and develop a love of reading

· providing children with learning challenges that encourage them to read and respond to reading in continuous provision areas and modeling this 

By the end of Key Stage One, we expect children to:

· be secure at Phase 5 of Letters and Sounds

· read colour banded books to at least Gold level

· read with appropriate fluency

· retell a range of increasing complex stories

· know a range of songs, rhymes and poems by heart

· discuss characters and events in stories giving reasons why

· explain the organizational features of texts – fiction and non-fiction

· build up a store of vocabulary when reading for meaning

· read whole books independently, choosing to justify their selections

· explain their reactions to texts, commenting on important aspects

· make inferences and deductions based on what has been said and done

· make links between different books they have read

We achieve this through:

· teaching a discreet daily phonics session in Year 1 and to those children in Year 2 who do not make the expected standard against the Year 1 phonics screening check

· giving each child two guided reading session a week (one with the class teacher and one with the teaching assistant)

· giving each child below age related expectations daily reading 1:1 with an adult

· giving the children the opportunity to have at least two home reading books each week

· holding at least one whole class story time every day which involves discussion about the text and develops the children’s comprehension skills

By the end of Key Stage Two, we expect children to:

· retell a range of increasingly complex stories

· read fluently ad expressively

· appraise texts, deciding on their value, quality and usefulness

· understand underlying themes and points of view

· understand how writers use different structures and language to create impact

· read extensively and discuss personal reading with others

· sustain engagement with longer texts

We achieve this through:

· giving every child who is below age related expectations a one to one reading session with an adult every day

· giving each child two guided reading sessions a week (one with the class teacher and one with the teaching assistant)

· teaching a daily discreet phonics session for those children who have not met end of KS1 phonics expectations in Letters and Sounds

· giving the children the opportunity to change their home reading books at least once a week as appropriate

· holding at least one whole class story time every day which involves discussion about the text and develops the children’s comprehension skills

· provide the children with opportunities to read new and engaging texts

Guided Reading
Guided Reading focuses upon teaching the children how to progress from their current reading level to the next, whether this is below, at, or above a level appropriate to their age.  Children are grouped according to their learning needs be it content domain, book bands or confidence.

In KS1, children have at least two guided reading sessions per week.  There is a pre-read which focuses on decoding, fluency and understanding vocabulary. This is followed by a comprehension session linked to the pre-read.  Each group will have a key question which is linked to the Programmes of Study for their year group and the content domains.  The children make a written response to the key question in their reading records.  This is then followed by an independent comprehension which is linked to each of the reading content domains.

During guided reading sessions, the children not participating in guided reading are involved in follow-up tasks, phonics and spelling activities as well as pre-reading tasks.  Children will also have the opportunity to read independently during their reading sessions.

In KS2, the children participate in whole class guided reading sessions.  Within the sessions, the children work in differentiated groups to read and explore the language of the text, discuss key aspects with a focus on the content domains.  Following exploration of the text, the children will complete a response in their reading records before completing a series of timed questions linked to each of the domains.  

Reading Comprehensions
Children may also complete discrete reading comprehensions using the resources detailed in Appendix 1.

Individual Reading
Any children who are below age related expectations, or where parental engagement is very low, are heard to read every day by an adult.  This is recorded on an individual reading response sheet.   Questions and key prompts are used with children during this individual reading time.

Assessing Reading
Across school, PM benchmarking is used each half term (or when necessary) to ensure accuracy of individual book band levels for children. 

Each half term, children are given reading targets which are discussed with them to enable them to improve their reading.

Phonics assessments are completed every half term and phonics provision amended as appropriate.  PIRA tests are completed each term in all classes and NFER Reading tests in May for Years 3 to 5.  Teachers also complete reading trackers linked to the Programmes of Study.  These are updated during progress week and is followed by rigorous moderation.

Ongoing assessments in guided reading session are completed by class teachers at the level appropriate to the age and stage of reading.

Children’s ability to read high frequency words and common exception words are monitored half termly and tracked.  

Reading ages are assessed twice a year – January and June. 

Years 2 and 6 complete the Statutory Assessment Tests in May. Attainment and achievement in The Early Years Foundation Stage is measured using Development Matters throughout the year, and then against the Early Learning Goals at the end of the Foundation Stage.

Reading at Home
We expect all children at Newchurch Community Primary School to be able to practice their reading skills at home.  Sitting down and listening to a child read, even for 5 minutes a night, is crucial to their development and progress.  If a parent, grandparent or sibling has listened to a child read, they make a note of it in their reading record.  It is the expectation that children read every night at home and all reading records must have at least two signatures each week.  The children receive a praise point for every time they read at home. This is calculated as a class percentage each week and shared on the reading ladder as part of the Friday Newchurch. At the end of half term, a mean percentage is calculated and the class with the highest percentage gets a reward.

Children have the opportunity each year to make their way through a Reading Robin Champion Award.  Every class has a display in their classrooms which tracks the number of books each child has read.  This will start at zero each year with the children being awarded bronze, silver and gold badges to show they have reached a certain level.

The expectation is as follow:

	Award
	KS1
	KS2

	Bronze
	20 books
	15 books

	Silver
	40 books
	30 books

	Gold
	60 books
	45 books


Once Gold Level has been achieved, children will then work towards becoming a Rainbow Robin Reading Champion, reading 100 suggested books for their phase.

The Classroom Environment
Classrooms should provide a rich environment that holds Reading in high profile.  Every classroom should have an attractive, well organised and well-resourced area designated to reading and the love of literature. This will include:

· An attractive reading area with front facing books and books to attract the interest of the children in the class

· Author of the month with a write up about the author

· Comfortable cushions or chairs for the children to sit and read 

Monitoring of Standards

The English subject leader and Leading Practitioner for English are responsible for the monitoring of standards in Reading.  Children’s work is also monitored for coverage, pitch and expectation. Reading records are monitored on a fortnightly basis.
As part of our monitoring and evaluation policy, reading will also be monitored by:

· Scrutiny of teacher’s planning

· Scrutiny of children’s books

· Carrying out pupil conferences

· Conducting learning walks

· Lesson observations

· Observations of the learning environment 

Policy Review

The English Subject leader is responsible for the annual review of the policy.  This is done in consultation with staff and Governors.

Review date: December 2018

Appendix 1

	Year group
	Expectation

	Reception
	· One guided reading session linked to word recognition

· One guided reading session linked to language comprehension

	Year 1
	· Independent reading comprehension linked to guided reading using the CLIMB model

· Headstart reading comprehensions linked to content domains may be used as pre- or post tests

	Year 2
	· Independent reading comprehension linked to guided reading using the CLIMB model

· Headstart reading comprehensions linked to content domains may be used as pre- or post tests

	Year 3
	· Independent reading comprehension linked to guided reading using the CLIMB model

· Weekly reading comprehension using:

· Nelson 3 reading comprehension

· Rising Stars More Able Reading 

· Headstart reading comprehensions linked to content domains may be used as pre- or post tests

	Year 4
	· Independent reading comprehension linked to guided reading using the CLIMB model

· Weekly reading comprehension using:

· Nelson 4 reading comprehension

· Rising Stars More Able Reading

· Headstart reading comprehensions linked to content domains may be used as pre- or post tests

	Year 5
	· Independent reading comprehension linked to guided reading using the CLIMB model

· Weekly reading comprehension using:

· Record Breaker Reading Comprehension – Blue book

· Rising Stars More Able Reading

· Headstart reading comprehensions linked to content domains may be used as pre- or post tests

	Year 6
	· Independent reading comprehension linked to guided reading using the CLIMB model

· Weekly reading comprehension using:

· Record Breaker Reading Comprehension – Purple book

· Rising Stars More Able Reading

· Headstart reading comprehensions linked to content domains may be used as pre- or post tests


