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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT

Staff at Newchurch Community Primary School are committed to teaching the requirements of the National Curriculum in History in a manner that develops a child’s natural interest in the past, offers a range of first-hand experiences and provides them with opportunities to develop as historians. 

Aims

The purpose of the school’s teaching of History is to help each pupil to develop :-

· an interest in the past, stimulated where possible by experiences such as visits to historical sites or museums, and talking to persons with firsthand knowledge (eg about World War II or archaeology).   

· a sense of time (chronology), change and continuity.

· an understanding of past events, and how they may be related in terms of cause and effect.

· an awareness that people’s views of the past may differ, and an appreciation of the possible reasons for these interpretations; a fair-minded approach that recognises the possibility of bias or prejudice, and avoids stereotyping of individuals or races.  

· understanding of how we know about the past, and ways to evaluate the merits of different kinds of historical sources.

· knowledge of the similarities / differences between peoples living in particular historical periods – using local, national and international comparisons.

· an appreciation that the past is reflected in the present, and that many features of everyday life in Britain have been influenced by other (worldwide) cultures over time.

· enquiry skills to facilitate independent learning through research using a range of resources including ICT.
Curriculum

At Newchurch we follow a bespoke curriculum which is unique to our school.  However, we are very aware of the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum 2014.  When planning for learning challenges, we ensure the appropriate knowledge, skills and understanding, and breadth of study is covered. These are linked to the KLIPS assessment document which focuses on historical skills appropriate to each age group. Throughout the year, each class will have a number of themes which have History as their main driver.  To clarify, History is the main subject through which cross-curricular opportunities may be fostered but the teacher must ensure that history objectives are covered as a priority.  

Early Years Foundation Stage

Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage will develop their historical knowledge, skill and understanding through the provision of activities and experiences within the specific area of ‘Understanding the world’.  This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.

Key Stage 1 and Key stage 2

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage One, the children of Newchurch will develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They will know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between the ways of life in different periods. They will use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They will learn to ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They will begin to understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. (National Curriculum 2014)
During KS1, children will learn about;

· changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 

· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 

· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Key Stage 2 
The children of Newchurch will continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They will note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They will regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They will construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They will understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. (National Curriculum 2014)
Over the course of time in KS2, children will learn about;
· changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
· the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

· the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

· a local history study 

· a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

· the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 
· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 

· a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.

Resources     

Because of their impact on children, visual and audio-visual resources play an important role in delivering the History curriculum.  

Educational visits are widely used since they allow children to handle artefacts, participate in activities that relate to particular historical periods, and generally empathise more closely with people’s past experiences and lifestyle.  Role-play situations are used to stimulate a sense of empathy with characters of a specific period.

Speakers may also be invited into school to provide specialist knowledge about topics such as local history, World War II or archaeology. 

The impact of eye witness accounts is recognised; all the children have opportunities to find out, from adults including grandparents, about changes that have taken place within living memory. 

Increasing use is being made of Computing resources. Teachers explore websites at the planning stage to ensure that they are suitable for differentiated activities by children with varying study skills and reading ages. 

Opportunities for cross-curricular links with subjects such as English (writing in different genres), Maths and Computing (databases) are also utilised throughout the Key Stage.   

Health and Safety

When organising field work or educational trips, staff, and in some cases children, complete appropriate risk assessments; an adequate ratio of adults to pupils is included. This is uploaded onto the Evolve system www.warringtonvisits.org which will then be sent for approval to Mr Duckett.
Equal Opportunities and Multicultural Perspectives

All pupils are given full and equal access to all aspects of the History curriculum. Recognition is also given to the diversity of people who have made significant contributions to British and world history.  The achievements of women, people of varying ethnic groups and individuals with disabilities are emphasised so that pupils may understand the inclusive nature of our heritage and the unfair aspects of prejudice and stereotypical views.  People studied may include Boudicca, Anne Frank, and Mary Seacole.
History Theme Days
On occasions, the subject leader may plan a history theme day when pupils have the opportunity to take part in a range of History related activities.  The format is planned and led by the subject leader and may include links to other subjects.  The aim is to raise the profile of History through the school.  The activities may also be used to assess skills and monitor progression in and across Key Stages.  Collaboration with the local high school is exploited to support the transition of pupils from Newchurch into Key Stage 3.
Assessment and Record Keeping
At the start of each topic, the children complete a pre task showing their starting points in History related to the topic. At the end of the unit of work, they are asked to complete a post task to show progress.  Teachers complete an assessment tracker linked to the history objectives for their age group and this is monitored by the subject leader. Areas of strength and development are identified for action planning e.g. planning support, staff training on a particular area of the History curriculum etc.
Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage

As part of Early Learning Goal 13 ‘People and Communities’, children will be required to talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.

Children will be assessed through observations of child initiated, directed and spontaneous learning.  Evidence may take the form of anecdotal conversations, photographs or written observations.

Monitoring of Standards

The History subject leader examines teachers’ medium term planning to monitor the range of provision against the Programmes of Study.  Children’s work is also monitored for coverage and age appropriateness. 
As part of our monitoring and evaluation policy, the subject leader will monitor History by:

· Scrutiny of teacher’s planning

· Scrutiny of children’s books

· Carrying out pupil conferences

· Conducting learning walks

· Lesson observations (if appropriate)
· Observations of the learning environment 

The link governor for History, Rachel Burns, meets with the subject leader to monitor, celebrate and challenge attainment and progress in the subject.

Policy Review

The History subject leader is responsible for the biannual review of the policy.  This is done in consultation with staff and Governors.
Review date: January 2017
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	Programme of Study for HISTORY
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	KS1
	Changes within living memory – family and local life, changes nationally 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally or globally
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 

and international achievements. 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Compare some aspects of life in different periods- e.g. explorers, kings and queens 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Simple introduction to some Key Stage Two features
	
	
	
	
	
	

	KS2
	Combine overview and in depth studies: 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A local history study 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The achievements of the earliest civilizations 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ancient Greece 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history
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Appendix Two
	AUTUMN 1
	Week beginning 1st September
	Week beginning 8th September
	Week beginning 15th September
	Week beginning 22nd September
	Week beginning 29th September
	Week beginning 6th October
	Week beginning 13th October
	Week beginning 20th October

	Year 1
	Eco theme
	You, me and Newchurch!
	Blame it on the weatherman

	Year 2
	Pitter, Patter Raindrops
	The Hidden Treasures of Newchurch
	Around the World with Oliver Jeffers

	Year 3
	Engines Roar!
	What did the Victorians do for us?
	A Gardener’s Paradise

	Year 4
	Waste not, Want not
	Tudors and Stuarts : The Rotten Royals
	Snap! Crackle! Pop!

	Year 5
	Zip, Zing, Zest! 
	The House of Plantegenets; A Royal Dynesty
	Fly me to the moon! 

	Year 6
	Hot and bothered –Climate Science
	Mille soixante six - Kings and Queens – Norman Conquest
	What’s the matter? - Materials and States of Matter


	AUTUMN 2
	Week beginning 3rd November
	Week beginning 10th November
	Week beginning 17th November
	Week beginning 24th November
	Week beginning 1st December
	Week beginning 8th December
	Week beginning 15th December

	Year 1
	The disaster on Pudding Lane
	The man behind the master piece
	The elves workshop

	Year 2
	The Plague
	Through the keyhole – Who lives in a house like this?
	All Wrapped Up!

	Year 3
	Repel or Attract?
	Magnetic Magic
	Christmas Tales
	Musical Experiments  (John Cage)

	Year 4
	Bright Sparks
	A Winter Wonderland
	Christmas Lights
	Baroque and Roll

	Year 5
	May the FORCE be with Philleas Fog
	Bullseye
	Santa’s Little Helpers
	A Romantic Rebellion? 

	Year 6
	Switched On - Electricity and Light
	?(The Big Question) - Electrical Quiz Games
	Primary School Christmas Musical - Christmas
	Sounds of the Cinema - Film


	SPRING 1
	Week beginning 5th January
	Week beginning 12th January
	Week beginning 19th January
	Week beginning 26th January
	Week beginning 2nd February
	Week beginning 9th February

	Year 1
	Whose foot left a print? 
	Grand Designs

	Year 2
	The Matchstick Man
	Picture This

	Year 3
	On Our Doorstep
	Who’s tracks are these?

	Year 4
	A Footprint in Europe
	What’s the matter Indiana Jones?

	Year 5
	Incas and Aztecs 
	The Circle of Life 

	Year 6
	Land of the free - North America
	Darwin’s Discoveries - Evolution


	SPRING 2
	Week beginning 23rd February
	Week beginning 2nd March
	Week beginning 9th March
	Week beginning 16th March
	Week beginning 23rd March
	Week beginning 30th March

	Year 1
	Our UK road trip
	Eggtastic Easter
	PAN

	Year 2
	Junior Masterchef
	Easter Love
	PAN

	Year 3
	Waterhouse 
	Easter Thoughts
	PAN

	Year 4
	Building Dreams -Gaudi (Barcelona)
	Easter Sacrifice
	PAN

	Year 5
	The Liebeskind Legacy 
	Easter Eggstravaganza
	PAN

	Year 6
	Works of Wonder - Cultural Cathedrals (Liverpool)
	Passion - Easter
	PAN


	SUMMER 1
	Week beginning 20th April
	Week beginning 27th April
	Week beginning 4th May
	Week beginning 11th May
	Week beginning 18th May

	Year 1
	Plant detectives  or

FPI: Flower and plant investigators
	Hats Off!

	Year 2
	From a tiny seed…
	Newchurch’s Catwalk

	Year 3
	Oh I do like to be beside the seaside

	Year 4
	Beeston, here we come!

	Year 5
	Ferry Cross the Mersey 

	Year 6
	A Tale of Two Cities - Inner City (Liverpool and Manchester)


	SUMMER 2
	Week beginning 1st June
	Week beginning 8th June
	Week beginning 15th June
	Week beginning 22nd June
	Week beginning 29th June
	Week beginning 6th July
	Week beginning 13th July

	Year 1
	Who’s the king of the animals? Or

All creatures great and small
	International Street Festival

	Year 2
	Skeletons in the cupboard
	International Street Festival

	Year 3
	The Pyramid Makers
	International Street Festival

	Year 4
	Hail Caesar!
	International Street Festival

	Year 5
	Groovy Greeks
	International Street Festival

	Year 6
	Invasion - Vikings and Anglo-saxons
	International Street Festival


